


Budding Industry

Rooted in the 19th century, grape and wine
production has been a part of Shasta County’s
agricultural history since the days of the gold
rush and pioneer homesteads. Shasta County’s
oldest bonded winery was established in 1984
by Oscar Matson (pictured), the patriarch
of the county’s wine industry. Like many of
Shasta County’s vintners, Oscar and his family
originally planted grapes to produce wine for
their friends and family. As the quality of
Matson’s wines continued to increase, they
established their winery as a commercial
venture to meet the expanding demand for
their wines. The Matson’s now have plantings
in three areas of Shasta County.

Due to the county’s varied topography,
Shasta County growers are able to produce
high quality wine grapes from many varietals,
including pinot gris, viognier, syrah, cabernet,
merlot, and chardonnay, which are now being
turned into excellent wines.

Vines can be found growing on the valley floor, in the foothills
to the east and west of the Sacramento River valley, and in
and around the Shingletown area. However, the majority of

the grape growing region straddles the southern edge of the

county around Manton, an area rich in history. Manton has

been home to logging booms, bountiful apple production,

and now to prize winning wine production.

Shasta County vintners have won numerous awards, including
several from one of the nation’s most prestigious competitions,
the San Francisco International Wine Competition. Syrahs
and petite sirahs produced by Alger Vineyard and Winery
have won awards four years in a row at this show. Shasta
County wineries have also been recognized at other state
competitions. Lassen View Winery’'s aged merlot has won
medals in all eight major wine competitions it has entered,
including “Best of Class” at the California State Fair.

Shasta County continues to grow into a small niche wine region
of exceptional quality, producing hand-crafted vintages for the
wine connoisseur.

Honoring Our Agricultural Pioneers



Shasta County

| am pleased to submit, in accordance with Section 2279 of the California Food and Agricultural Code, Shasta
County’s Annual Crop and Livestock Report for 2009. This report summarizes the acreage, production, and
gross value of agricultural commodities and livestock produced in Shasta County. It does not attempt to
show county inventory, cost of production, or net farm income.

The value of agricultural products produced in Shasta County, decreased to just over $69,000,000, a 7%
decline from the previous year. The decline can be attributed to lower prices received for various crops and
nursery stock along with the overall downturn in the economy.

The value of strawberry nursery stock fell due to a reduction in planted acreage throughout the county. Field
crops were down approximately 12% because of price decreases for many of the commodities. Orchard
crops experienced nearly a 55% increase over last year’s numbers, primarily due to increased yields and
prices for walnuts.

Apiary products declined approximately 2.7% in value, in part, due to a reduction in the number of pollination
contracts and the quantity of honey produced. However, the production of queen bees increased by nearly
24%, to just under 137,000 queens.

This report also include




Mission Statement

The Shasta County Department of Agriculture and Weights and Measures is entrusted
with the mission of promoting and protecting the agricultural industry of the
County and its environment, ensuring the health and safety of the County’s

citizens, and fostering confidence and equity in the marketplace

through education and the fair and uniform enforcement of laws,

regulations, and ordinances enacted by the people of the State

of California and the County of Shasta.
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Shasta County Livestock & Crop Summary

2009 TOTAL PRODUCTION VALUE: $69,169,600

Field Crops-

$33,218,500 \

Apiary- — AN

$5,130,900

Livestock
& Livestock Products-

/ $19,922,300

Orchard & Vineyard-
T "$2,770,900

Nursery Stock-

$8,127,000

COMPARISON SUMMARY

2009 2008 2007 2006
LIVESTOCK $19,922,300 $19,538,500 $21,155,200 $21,345,800
LIVESTOCK PRODUCTS * 902,000 1,008,500 768,200
APIARY PRODUCTS 5,130,900 5,272,800 5,565,200 5,572,000
FIELD CROPS 33,218,500 37,322,000 33,509,100 26,855,900
NURSERY STOCK 8,127,000 9,189,300 10,817,200 9,288,900
ORCHARD & VINEYARD CROPS 2,770,900 1,789,500 2,488,400 2,396,600
TOTALS 69,169,600 $74,014,100 $74,543,600 $66,227,400
TIMBER $7,031,927 $33,600,995 $43,948,866 $50,460,525
OTHER FOREST PRODUCTS $24,343,600 $23,246,000 $23,456,000 $23,006,700
Totals may not add due to rounding. *Livestock Products are now included in Livestock
TOTAL VALUE OF AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTS 1997-2009
2009
2007
2005
2003
2001
1999
1997 1 1 1 1 1
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Livestock Production

Livestock Products

Forest Products



Field Crops

Orchard & Vineyard Crops



Apiary Products



2009 Agricultural Export Trade Partners

Nursery Stock



2009 Sustainable Agriculture Report



Direct Marketing and Organic Farming
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