
This handout is intended to cover simple span patio covers in areas with a roof snow load of 30 pounds or less. Spans 
are limited to 12’ and covers are to be no more than 10’ in height. 
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TABLE A – MINIMUM SQUARE FOOTING SIZE IN INCHES – 30 POUND OR LESS SNOW LOADS 

Post Spacing 
Rafter Span in Feet 

6 8 10 12 

4 12 12 12 12 

6 12 12 12 15 

8 12 15 15 15 

10 15 15 18 18 

12 15 18 18 20 

 

TABLE B – MINIMUM RAFTER SIZE - #2  DOUGLAS FIR  – 30 POUND OR LESS SNOW LOADS 

Rafter Span in feet 
Rafter Spacing Center to Center in inches 

12 16 24 

6 2 x 4 2 x 4 2 x 4 

7 2 x 4 2 x 4 2 x 4 

8 2 x 4 2 x 6 2 x 6 

9 2 x 6 2 x 6 2 x 6 

10 2 x 6 2 x 6 2 x 8 

11 2 x 6 2 x 6 2 x 8 

12 2 x 6 2 x 6 2 x 8 

 

TABLE C  - MINIMUM BEAM SIZES - #2 DOUGLAS FIR - – 30 POUND OR LESS SNOW LOADS 

Post Spacing in feet 
Rafter Span in Feet 

6 8 10 12 

4 4 x 4 4 x 4 4 x 6 4 x 6 

6 4 x 6 4 x 6 4 x 6 4 x 6 

8 4 x 6 4 x 6 4 x 8 4 x 8 

10 4 x 8 4 x 8 4 x 10 4 x 10 

12 4 x 8 4 x 10 4 x 12 4 x 12 

 


